The Gaited Horse Group of Ontario

SEPTEMBER 2007

Fall is here and the weather is wonderful. Our Annual General Meeting is fast approaching - 2:00 pm on
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17", 2007 at Shoeless Joe'’s, Sharon , Ontario. We hope that everyone is able to bring
at least one item for the Silent Auction (our GHGO major fund-raiser).

There are still a few events listed on our “2007 GHGO Calendar of Events” . There were a number of shows,
meetings and events offered to our members this year. We hope to add a few more to our “2008 GHGO Calendar of
Events” . If you have any suggestions or recommendations, please make sure you bring these up at our Annual
General Meeting. If you are unable to attend the AGM, please send an eMail to GHGO outlining your thoughts and
we’ll add them to the AGM discussion.

We would like to extend our condolences to Ms. Rea Windsor on the recent loss of her husband, Wayne. Rea asked
us to express her appreciation to GHGO members for their kindness and thoughtfulness during this difficult time and
to GHGO for the donation made in Wayne’s memory.

IMPORTANT REMINDERS

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING - 2:00 pm on SATURDAY, NOVEM BER 17", 2007 at Shoeless Joe’s, 18947
Woodbine Avenue, Sharon, Ontario. It would be very much appreciated if each member could bring at least one
item for the Silent Auction. The Silent Auction at our Annual General Meeting is the major fundraising effort for our
club. All donations will be gratefully accepted and appreciated.

WHAT'S IN THE SEPTEMBER 2007 NEWSLETTER?

Many thanks to our members, Robert Darling, Chris S6ffner, Gloria Humeniuk and Camilla Willings for their
contributions to this month’s newsletter.

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS - Thanks to our new GHGO members for joining our Club.
PLEASE SHARE - If you have any pictures, articles or information about our equine friends that you would like to

share with the members of GHGO, please let Karen Clark know. We are looking for information to include in our
newsletters to keep them interesting, informative and fun. We appreciate your input.

HOW TO REACH THE EXECUTIVE - You can contact members of the GHGO Executive through the eMail link on
the GHGO website (www.gaitedhorsegroup.com).

GHGO EVENTS SCHEDULED FOR 2007 - A comprehensive list of the GHGO Events scheduled for 2007 can be
found on the GHGO website.

October 6 Erin Fair Gaited Horse Show - will be offering Tennessee Walking Horse and Icelandic Classes
October 20 2" Annual Gary Convery Memorial Ride - Pleasure Valley
November 17 GHGO Annual General Meeting scheduled to be held at Shoeless Joe’s, located on the

Southeast corner of Woodbine and Mount Albert just North East of Newmarket
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Many thanks to Camilla Willings for providing us with the following:

From: finavistafarm@hotmail.com To: finavistafarm@hotmail.com
Subject: GAITED HORSE NEWS Date: Mon, 1 Oct 2007 07:29:46 -0600
Hi All,

Below are a couple of reminders for you. Hope everyone is enjoying the nice Fall weather and Happy Trails,
Camilla Willings, Fina Vista Farm, Damascus, Ontario, Canada visit our website at: http://www.finavistafarm.ca
(PS: If anyone knows of a 2h bp aluminum trailer for sale, please contact me)

ERIN FALL FAIR - GAITED HORSE SHOW WHEN: Saturday October 6th, 9am
WHERE: Erin Fairgrounds, Erin, Ontario INFO: http  ://www.erinfair.ca/main/
(Click on link and follow "Livestock and Equine Competitions" Link for class details)

ECPFHA GENERAL MEETING AND ELECTIONS WHEN: OCTOBER 27th, 2pm Social, 3pm Meeting
WHERE: Rockwood Parish Hall, Rockwood Ontario INFO AND MAP: http://www.mvyhorse.ca/
ECPFHA/Meeting102007.htm

DIEGO BRAVO CLINIC: The Diego Bravo Clinic is coming soon to Ontario, please register as an auditor if you are
planning on attending. Diego is bringing 20 copies of his Paso Fino Book, and they will go to the first to reserve. We
do not have a price for the book yet, but will notify you when we find out.

Diego Bravo is coming to Ontario! Saturday and Sun day, October 13 & 14, 2007
Location: Petlyn Farm, 17740 Innis Lake Road, Caled on East L7K 2K7
Cost: $225 per rider (limit 12 riders) / $30 per ni  ght stall and pasture fee / $60 for observers (no|  imit)

Diego Bravo, a renowned Paso Fino trainer and instructor from Colombia, now running the Ocala School of
Equestrian Art in Florida (at Criadero Aristocratica) and author of the recent book Science and Art of the Paso
Fino, is coming to Ontario to offer a 2-day clinic to Paso Fino owners and riders.

Overnight accommodation is available at Petlyn Farm or in a nearby B&B. To reserve or for more information, contact
Donna at 905 584-0038 (home and cell) or 905 584- 0039 (barn). To register, please send your cheque for the full
amount to: Helen Notzl, 56B Clarendon Avenue, Toronto M4V 1J1. For more information, contact Helen at 416 975-
9424 (Toronto) or 905 838-0081 (Caledon) or email me at helen.notzl@sympatico.ca. In case of cancellation, your
money will be refunded if a substitute for you is found. | think there will be more people interested than we have
places, so this should not be a problem. If income exceeds costs, the difference will either be refunded pro rata or
donated to the ECPFHA.

A Note from Gloria Humeniuk

Hi: | would like to thank all who attended our first Lindsay horse show. It was very nice to see some new attendees.

| have received some very positive feed back from the Lindsay committee and they where very pleased with our show.
Also, we had attracted much attention from the spectators. A special thanks to Jim Higgs for his assistance in

obtaining our class and providing the trail obstacles with a challenging course.

Insider scoop: Just to let everyone know how huge the Lindsay Fair has become — the attendance for Saturday was
approximately 27,000 people.

Warmest Regards,
Gloria
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Thanks to Robert Darling for the following:

Paso Fino Niagara (Robert Darling Stables),with the participation of members of Eastern Canada Paso Fino Horse
Association, GHGO and the Peruvian Horse Association, held a successful breed demonstration at the Smithville Fair
on Sunday September 2nd. Three one-half hour demonstrations were given in front of the main grandstand at 10:30,
1:00 pm and 3:00 pm.

The Gaited horses were well received with the crowd in attendance, and the Paso Fino was a standout. A great deal
of praise was placed on the beautiful stallion Cavalier from Ambleside, and many thoughtful remarks about the Pasos
in general. Betty Bassett turned out in her traditional Peruvian dress and tack, and Harry Mills represented the
Rockies on his mare, Jade.

Thanks to all of the following individuals for spending their Sunday in Smithville in support of Paso Fino Niagara:
Ambleside Paso Finos with Glenda Newland and Diane Vollick from Coldwater; Peter and Denise Chandler from
Petise Paso Finos in New Lowel; Claire Christo from Tailwind Farm in Fenwick (who also provided a mare); Sara
Hatherly (from Alliston), Sue and Tiana Campbell (from Fenwick) who were riding horses from Paso Fino Niagara and
a late arrival, but most welcome, Diane Ward from Mono Mills . It was a fun day, a little long and somewhat warm, but
successful in every way.

Foreground: Glenda Newland, Ambleside Paso Fino&avalier with Dianne Vollick in background

Please look on the GHGO website for more of théafstrc pictures Robert Darling sent to us fromS$nathville Fair.
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Thanks to Chris So6ffner:

The main event in the international Icelandic horse show community are the World Championships, held every two
years in one of the European member countries of the international federation for Icelandic horses. This year the
championships were held in Holland and about 25,000 spectators came from around the world for the 7-day event.
Members of the European teams and their horses have to qualify for this event in top-level national competitions.
Sponsors take care of most of the costs, but riders train for this for years and the selection process is tough and full of
internal politics.

Canada has been a member of FEIF, the international Icelandic Horse federation, since 1979, but we are rarely
represented at the WC, due to the logistics involved in either borrowing a horse or transporting one overseas. This
year a volunteer agreed to organize horses and training in Germany before going to Holland, and all we had to do was
agree to spend the money and have the nerve to be part of the team; no sponsors for us, but also no gruelling
selection process. Only three of us took up the opportunity to be a part of this, the top competition in the Icelandic
Horse world.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank Marion and Hoégni for getting this thing off the ground in the first place.
Without their efforts before we arrived, while we stayed at their place in Germany, and during the WC, none of this
experience would have happened for us. | know they would have liked to see young riders take advantage of this
chance to participate, because we need young riders if we want to grow as an organization and improve. Maybe some
of our young riders did not feel ready to participate, but we really don't have anything over here that would ever
prepare anybody properly for any of the European shows, let alone the top one. Therefore participating is the only way
to go. Maybe we won't look like serious competitors for a while to come, but we could and should compete and the
learning curve would be immense.

The adventure began well before | ever boarded a plane, since | did not know whether | would actually have a horse
until | arrived in Germany. There | found out that not only did | have a horse, but there were in fact two choices. Well,
not so much choices really, since — though a very pretty horse — | did not really like the looks of the shy little gelding |
was supposed to ride. Not a very professional attitude, | know, but | have always approached horses with quick ‘I like
them or | don't’ decisions, and it kind of usually works out. We also had exactly ten days to get used to the horses, get
used to a style of riding that was kind of beyond what we trail riders consider routine, and get used to the classes we
were entered in. In that context quick decisions are a good thing.

The reserve horse | would end up riding for the next three weeks, was a big black and white gelding, Brynjar fra Feti,
all muscle, with a left eye that had a lot of white in it and seemed to scrutinize me constantly, and a soft spot for
crunchy horse treats. It was a bit intimidating since he obviously had more show experience than | had, but then
again, the WC would be a first for both of us.

Brynjar was gorgeous. He was well trained, with incredible skills and probably even more potential, and a very sweet,
gentle and strong personality. He was also nervous, anxious in new environments and lightning fast in everything he
did. Those not-so-subtle aids | use on Kinna to get her motivated, produced immediate over-reactions from Brynjar,
and he showed me yet again — and with force — that speed does not equal energy. It was like going from driving a go-
cart to driving a race car: All the basic things | fiddle with and try to improve at home, were solidly there. But he had
other ‘buttons, pedals and levers’ that | never quite managed to control or even figure out where exactly they were.

| do not have the riding skills to have ridden him to his full potential. | do have the skills to have ridden him better than
| did, if we had more time. Our communication improved every day and | only regret that we only had the three weeks
together. When we shot around Hégni's oval track with Hogni yelling ‘slow down, slow down’, Brynjar taught me that

he was out of my immediate control and that | needed to do something. It did not mean that | had to bail because he

was running away with me — even though it felt a lot like it — only that | needed to communicate better to re-establish
control.
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My relative inexperience coupled with the unfamiliarity with Brynjar did not bode well for any good performance, and
no lesson in Germany went perfectly in even one way. What was encouraging and — in retrospect — very funny were
Hogni's comments after almost every lesson “not to worry, it'll be fine, we’ll fix that later”/a Two days before we left for
Holland, | did begin to wonder when exactly we might be able to work on all those things that were not quite — uh —
perfect yet, but then momentum took over and we were just swept away cleaning tack, horses, trailers and clothes.

When we first arrived, finishing touches were still being put on the vendors’ area, the oval track and the restaurant,
but by Monday morning when the public was invited in, everything was ready. The first two days were filled with the
breeding portion of the competition, and | have to admit that | did not watch any of it. Every country had times set
aside in those two days, during which we were allowed to practice on the oval track. When | wasn'’t doing that, |
watched other riders practice. It was amazing to get a preliminary look at all those riders going through their routines.
The professional riders did their training by themselves, the others had their coaches on hand to advise, correct and
criticize, and throw their hands up in frustration.

My first test was on Wednesday, and since | got switched from T2 (loose rein t6lt) to T1 (which is the main tolt
competition), | was on first thing in the morning and by 10am | was done, with the horse taken care off, and | could
enjoy the rest of the day. Susan had to wait until the evening before she got to ride in the T2; | would have gone
crazy.

| was nervous of course, but really not that much more than | usually am before a show. | was more worried about
messing up completely and forgetting to greet the judges or something similarly stupid. The audience was still getting
settled in their seats, so there were maybe a couple of hundred people watching, not the couple of thousand watching
in the afternoon.

From the warm-up oval track where Hogni gave me final instructions, | was herded to the collection ring, a small
square just outside the actual oval track. There | was on my own — no more talking allowed — a camera capturing my
terrified expression, transferring it no doubt to the big screen stationed beside the entrance to the oval track, for all to
see. | received encouraging smiles from the ring officials and vet assistants, the only people anywhere near the
collection ring. And then it was my turn, we were announced like a debutante for her first ball and in we went. | did not
ride well, but we went the right way, greeted the judges, did what we were supposed to do, and it was o.k. | even
watched myself on the big screen as | was coming around one of the long sides. | know that that does not sound
good as far as focussing on what | was doing is concerned, but hey, at least | wasn’t too panicked to notice.

Almost too soon it was over and we left the track for another vet and equipment check. Marion and Hogni were
outside and they seemed relieved, too; we had survived.

The rest of that day was great; | watched the best riders of the world ride their tolt test, listened to some amazing
music that people had picked for their performances, and enjoyed beautiful horses do what they do best. | watched
Hogni ride, and then Susan later in the day, and they both survived, too. It felt like we had been baptized by fire, but
had made it and were now part of the whole thing. A pretty good place to be.

| was actually looking forward to Friday and the V1 (this is the four-gait: one round of slow télt, one of trot, ¥2 a round
of walk, a round of canter, and one of extended tempo t6lt). We warmed up for about 45 minutes, something Brynjar
needs to loosen up, the practice went really well, the sun was shining again and | was pretty relaxed. Of course the
ride was a total disaster. Everything | had been worried about before went well, and stuff that | had taken for granted,
fell apart. We lost trot when | did not notice in time that it would happen, and after a great round of — for once —
moderately controlled canter, we did another round because | missed the correct point to move to fast télt.
Fortunately, Brynjar can count to 41/2, because otherwise we would have been disqualified. But instead | could slow
him down to walk very nicely, and we then trotted out — just to prove that we could¥s Ah, well, it happens, and it is just
a shame that | did not have the opportunity to show him and ride him in fast télt one last time, because he does it so
well and so incredibly fast that | would have loved to feel it once more.

Again, we were done very early in the morning, and — again — it gave me the opportunity to watch the rest of the V1
from a relaxed position in the stands. | have to say that | enjoyed the five-gait (pace in addition to the gaits of the V1)
more than the four-gait, which — coming from me — must be a surprise. Not that the top riders were not fantastic, but
the hours until then were getting a bit long.
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The young riders did amazingly well, and | did enjoy following the best ones. They showed good riding skills and a
harmony with their horses that | found lacking in even some of the best professional adult riders.

The B finals were held on Saturday, the A finals on Sunday. What can | say: watching the finals was amazing and |
won't even try to describe what they were like. | had seen DVDs of past WCs before, but they don’t do the real thing
justice. People in the audience were enthusiastic and extremely generous in their support of non-favourites, like the
riders from Slovenia, Belgium, France, the US and — | can only assume — us. When their favourites entered the oval
track they went nuts, huge flags were passed across rows of visitors and cheers were shouted whenever the rider
came by. You don't get that on a DVD. You also never get the whole ride, the feel of a progression of the gaits, a
building of tension, unfortunate mishaps, the groaning in the stands when their favourite messes up¥ you just have
to be there.

Was it all worth it? Absolutely! | may not have made a great impact on the international Icelandic community, and
certainly did not do well in the events | participated in (let’s be honest though: if | did do well with a horse | only knew
for ten days, it would make people look very bad who were training for years before participating¥s right?), but that
was incidental in any case. Being there in the first place was the main point, and, as Bruno Podlech (one of the top
German breeders and riders) pointed out when | just happened to meet him after my disaster V1 ride, you have to
start at the bottom to get up to the top. And if nothing else happened, my horizons were expanded: | rode a horse that
had more potential and skills right now than both of my guys combined will ever have. And even if the memory of
those rides will fade over time, | know now what it is like to ride a horse like that, and — geez — | want to do it again!
More than before, | want to get out of my horses what | can, and develop my own skills, so that maybe, one day, | will
be able to ride a really good horse again and do him justice.

Chris Soffner
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Chris and Kinna Swim:

Kinna does not like puddles. Usually, upon encountering one, she stops in front of it, sniffs at it suspiciously, and then
either drinks it down to a manageable level, or gingerly fords it. In light of that, actually going swimming with her in the
lake at CLF might have been somewhat ambitious, but it was so hot during the clinic in June that it seemed silly to not
at least try.

Everybody was enthusiastic about the idea, especially since most of the people at the clinic had been there for the
swimming session two years before, and had had a great time at it. We made plans for the last day of the clinic, after
a long and hot combined trail ride down the road. | had been ‘practising’ for a couple of days, coaxing my brave steed
to at least get her feet wet before clawing her way back to shore, but never mind the lake; | was apprehensive enough
about going down the driveway bareback. Sure enough, we made it down to the water, actually took a few steps into
the swirling depths, and then Madame stopped dead and refused to move. | thought that that was it, that | should be
glad about getting all legs immersed, and headed back out of the water. Meanwhile, momentum was gathering
around us: Heather, Sheryl and Kordula had strategically positioned themselves around the picnic table, canoes and
dock, taking pictures and shouting encouragements. Judy, Judie, Jane, Vanessa, Otmar, Wiebke and Kathy all
steered their horses towards the water — more or less successfully. Then we tried the herd approach, have a brave
horse go ahead and follow as a group. When the lead horse lost its nerve, the pushing paddock mates would keep
the ball rolling. It worked and soon most horses were neck deep in the water. Kinna was swept away by the
excitement, too, and | actually got her in far enough that only her head stuck out. At that point, she started snorting
like a race horse after a ¥4 mile sprint, and made for dry land. | slipped off her back and — from a distance — it looked
as if we were actually swimming.

Wiebke and Vanessa made it all the way, actually swimming beside their horses. Kinna and | repeated our initial
venture into the water, without ever completely losing contact with the lake bottom, but | am thrilled that my pony got
that far. Next step: the ocean!
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GHGO CLASSIFIED AD - FOR SALE

Trail Saddle made by Desoto Custom Saddlers for a Gaited Horse. Features adjustable rigging, brass hardware, lots
of rings and leather strings. Weighs 16 Ibs, size 15". See photo at www.desotosaddle.com. Lightly used. Asking
$1,000. Contact Naomi, (905) 939-8424 or naoru@hotmail.com

GHGO CLASSIFIED AD - FOR SALE

True Spotted Mountain Horse Colt. RMH / KMSHA for 3 generations - sire triple registered, dam double registered.
Spirited, but gentle. Super future breeding and showing potential. KMSHA filly - sweet nature, quick learner, dam
amber champagne (out of champagne and red chocolate). Asking $3,500 each OBO. See website for photos and
video www.greystonemountainhorses.bravehost.com or contact Kim Holley (519) 534-5443.

GHGO CLASSIFIED AD - WANTED
Looking for a 2 horse, bumper pull aluminum trailer. Please contact Camila Willings, finavistafarm@hotmail.com

REMINDER:

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 17", 2007 -
2:00 pm

SHOELESS JOE’S, Sharon, Ontario
18947 Woodbine Avenue (at Mount Albert)
(905) 478-4994

BUFFET: $25.00 (5:00 p.m.)
PLEASE DON'T FORGET TO
BRING AN ITEM FOR THE
ANNUAL GHGO SILENT AUCTION
GUEST SPEAKER
PLEASE R.S.V.P. SHARON WOODROW

(705) 432-2066 or
sharonwoodrow@hotmail.com




